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Basis of the report 



1. 



4. 



, which is the language of a 



With regard to the language, this report is based on: 
[X^ The international application in the language in which it was filed 

I I A translation of the international application into 
translation furnished for the purposes of: 

I I international search (under Rules 12.3(a) and 23.1 (b)) 

I I publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4(a)) 

I I international preliminary examination (Rules 55.2(a) and/or 55.3(a)) 

With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been 
furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally 
filed" and are not annexed to this report): 
I I the international application as originally filed/furnished 

|X I the description: 

pages 1, 3 to 7 as originally filed/furnished 

pages* 2a received by this Authority on 10 march 2006 with the letter of 9 March 2006. 

pages* 2 received by this Authority on 12 December 2005 with the letter of 24 November 2005. 



X 



the claims: 



X the drawings: 



pages as originally filed/furnished 

pages* as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 

pages* 8 to 10 received by this Authority on 12 December 2005 with the letter of 24 November 2005 
pages* received by this Authority on with the letter of 

pages 1 to 5 as originally filed/furnished 

pages* received by this Authority on with the letter of 

pages* received by this Authority on with the letter of 

I I a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 

[ I The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 

I I the drawings, sheets/figs 

I I the sequence listing (specify): 

I I any table(s) related to the sequence listing (specify): 

I I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been 
made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 
70.2(c)). 

I I the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 

I I the drawings, sheets/figs 

I I the sequence listing (specify): 

I I any table(s) related to the sequence listing (specify): 



If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded, " . 
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L Statement 



Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



Novelty (N) 


Claims 


1 to 21. 


YES 




Claims 




NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 


1 to 21. 


YES 




Claims 




NO 


Industrial applicability (lA) 


Claims 


1 to 21. 


YES 




Claims 




NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

Novelty (N) and Inventive Step (IS) Claims 1 to 21 . 

The claims as amended defines a shower enclosure and a pre-fabricated shower base where the shower base has 
a floor which falls towards a side which is the front side of the shower base, being the side at which a door is 
provided and that the waste outlet is also provided at the front side of the shower base. 

No individual citation or obvious combination of citations disclose these features. The closest art may be seen in 
DE 19631232 A. 

Industrial Applicability (lA) Claims 1 to 21. 

All claims are considered to be industrially applicable. 
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well as beneath or at the foot of the door of the shower enclosure, to the waste outlet which is 
provided on one side which is preferably the front side of the shower base. The shower base or 
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UK patent application publioation 2093342 discloses a pre-formed shower base having a central 
square floor and a peripheral drain channel which takes water to a comer waste, 

5 European patent 0492147 discloses a pre-tbrmed shower base having a non-central waste and a 
peripheral drain ohanneL 

SXJMMARY OF INVENTION 

10 ft is an object of the invention to provide an improved or at lca$t aftematiye form of pre-formed 
shower base and/or shower enclosure which is particularly suitable for installing or providing a 
shower enclosure intended to have a tiled floon 

In broad terms in one aspect the invention comprises a pm-fabricated shower base for use in 
15 installing a shower in a room, which shower base has a floor which falls towards a front side of 
die shower base and which comprises substantially a single plane whereby the floor of the 
shower base may be tiled without requiring cutting of flat tiles to accommodate changes in 
plaue of the floor of the shower base, a waste outlet at said front side of the shower base and 
which is associated with a drain channel which extends around or across the front side of the 
20 shower base and which is anranged to drain into the waste outlet, and a formation or formations 
around a part of a front side of the shower base for mounting to the $h.owsc base a t«tum panel 
or panels of a shower enclosure on one or both sides of a door of the shower enclosure. 

In broad terms in one gepect the invention comprises a shower enidosute and a shower base 
25 having a floor which falls towards a side of the shower base, a waste outlet at said side of the 
shower base, and a drain channel which extends around or across the front side of the shower 
base at least beneath and exterior to the door of the enclosure, and which is arranged to drain 
towards the waste outlet, a shower base having a floor which falls towards dae front side of the 
shower base, a waste outlet at the front side of the shower base and which is associated with a 
30 drain channel which extends around or across the front side of the shower base at least beneath 
and exterior to due door of the enclosure, and which is arranged to drain into the waste outlet. 

In a preferred form the shower enclosure comprises a door and pne or more retuni panels, and 
the drain channel is provided to extend along or adjacent to the foot of the return panel(s) as 
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CLAIMS: 

1. A shower onolosure oanaprising: 

at least a door at a firottt side of the enclosure and, 
5 a shower base haviti® a floor which fells towards the front side of Ihe shower ba^e^ a waste 
outlet at the front side of (he shower base and which is associated with a drain channel whidi 
extends aroiind or across the front side of the shower base at least beneath and exterior to the 
door of the enclosure, and which is arranged to drain into the waste outlet. 

10 2. A showar enclosure according to claim I including a non-sealed gap h^ween a bottom 
edge of the door and the front $idc of the show^ base through which water may flow beneath 
the door to the drain channel. 

3; A shower enclosure according to either one of claims 1 and 2 which comprises return 
13 panel on one or botfi sides of {he door and wherein the drain channel also extends along a foot 
of the return panel(s) exterior of the return panels, 

4. A shower enclosure accoidihg to claim 3 including a non-sealed gap between one or 
both side edges of the door and a return panel on one or both sides of the door, through which 
20 wat^ may pass. 

5- A shower eaiclosure according to any one of claims 1 to 4 including a longitudinally 
extending cover member over the drain chaimeL 

25 6. A shower enclosure according to any one of claims 1 to 5 wherem the floor of the 
shower base is substantially planar whereby the floor of the shower base may be tiled without 
requiring cutting of the tile$ to accommodate changes in plane of the floor of the shower base* 

7. A shower enclosure according to any one of claims i to 6 wherein the floor of the 
30 shower base falls from a high point at a re^r side of the shower base to the front side of the 
shower base. 
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8. A sliowcr ^closure according to any one of claim? I to 7 wherein the waste outlet is 
recessed into the shower base so as to be at a lower level than the surface of the floor of the' . 
shower base and a co ver member is provided over the waste outiiet, 

5 9. A show^ enclosure according to claim 8 wh^ein the cover member of the waste outlet 
has a substantially planar top surface whereby the top surface of the cover member may he tiled 
and wher^ the top surface of the cover mOTiber is substantially contiguous with ttie floor of 
the shower base. 

10 10. A shower enclosure according to any one of claims I to 9 wherein the shower base at 
the front side is. not hi^er tiiian the floor of the shower base adjacent the door to the enclosure. 

1 L A shower enclosure according to any one of claims I to 9 wherein the shower base 
includes an upstand around the periphery thereof except at the front side of the shower base 
15 adjacent the door of the enclosure. 

12. A pre-febricated shower base for use in installing a shower in a room, which shower 
base has a floor which falls towards a fiont side of the shower base and which comprises 
substantially a single plane whereby the floor of the shower base may be tiled without requiring 

2Q catting of flat tiles to accommodate changes in plane of the floor of the shower base, a waste 
outlet at said front side of the shower base and which is associated with a drain channel which 
extends around or across the front side of the shower base and which is arranged to drain into 
the waste outlet, and a formation or formations around a part of a fiiont side of the shower base 
for mounting to the shower base a return panel or panels of a shower enclosure on one or both 

25 sides ofa door ofthe shower enclosure. 

13. A shower base according to claim 12 wherein said formation or formations at the front 
side of the shower base for mounting a return panel or panels of a shower enclosure is/are 
between the periphery of the floor of the shower base and the drain channel 



30 



14. A shower base according to either one of claims 12 and 13 including a longitudinally 
extending cover member over the drain channel. 
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15. A shdwer base according to any one of claims 1 2 to 1 4 wherein the floor of the shower 
ba^e fiills from a high point at a rear side of the $hower base to the fiont side of the shower 
base. 

5 16. A shower base according to any one of. claims 12 to 15 wherein the waste outlet is 
recessed into the shower base so as to be a lower level than the surface of the floor of the 
shower base and a cover member is provided over the waste outlet 

17. A shower base according to claim 1 6 wherein the cover member of the waste outlet has 
10 a substantially planar top surface whereby the top surfeoe of the cover m^ber imay be tiled and 
wherdn the top sur&ce of the cover member is substantially contiguous with the floor of the . 
shower base. 

18* A shower base' according to any one of claims 12 to i 7 wheardn the sbower base at the 
1 5 front side is not higher than the floor of the shower base adjacent the door to the endosure. 

19- A shower base according to any one of claims 12 to 17 wherein the shower base 
includes an upstand around the periphery thereof except at the front side of the shower base 
adjacoit the door of the enclosure. 

20 

20. "^A shower enclosure comprising: 

a door and a return panel on one or both sides of the door and, 
a shower base having a floor which falls towards the front side of the shower base, a waste 
outlet at the front side of the shower base and which is associated with a drain channel which 

25 extends ejcferior to the door of the enclosure and which is arranged to drain into the waste 
outlet, with a non-sealed gap between a bottom edge of the door and the front side of the 
show^ base through which water may flow beneath the door to (he drain channel and wherein 
the drain channel also extends along a foot of the return panel(s) exterior of the return panels 
with a non-sealed gap between one or both side edges of the door and a said return panel on one 

30 or both sides of the door^ through which water may pass. 

21. A shower enclosure according to claim 20 including a longitudinally extending cover 
member.Qver the drain channel. 

Amended Sheet 
IPEA/AU 



